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Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, Announces Winner of 

Second Merck-Tagore Award in India 

 Professor Pramod Talgeri, Vice-Chancellor of India International Multiversity, 

selected winner for promoting cultural exchange between India and Germany 

 Merck-Tagore Award underscores the commitment to promoting local 

literature prizes around the world 

 

Kolkata, April 23, 2014 – Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, a leading company for 

innovative and top-quality high-tech products in the pharmaceutical and chemical sectors, 

today announced the winner of the second Merck-Tagore Award in India, building on its 

heritage of sponsoring local literature prizes around the world and underscoring the 

company’s commitment to bridging the worlds of business and culture across borders. 

 

The winner of this year’s Merck-Tagore Award, which is granted every two years to a person 

who has made distinctive contributions in promoting cultural exchange between India and 

Germany, is Professor. Pramod Talgeri, Vice-Chancellor at the India International 

Multiversity. The jury comprised a representative each of the Goethe-Institut / Max Mueller 

Bhavan India, the German Federal Foreign Office and Merck Limited (India).   

 

Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, introduced the Merck-Tagore Award two years ago in 

honor of Rabindranath Tagore, the internationally renowned Indian poet, philosopher and 

musician. The association between Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, and Tagore goes 

back to one of its family members, Elisabeth Wolff-Merck, who translated the play ‘Chitra’ 



News Release 

Page 2 of 3 

by Rabindranath Tagore into German. Her husband Kurt Wolff owned the Kurt Wolff Verlag, 

which started publishing Tagore’s works in 1914, making the writer known in Germany. In 

all, Kurt Wolff published more than 20 Tagore volumes within 11 years (1914-1925) selling 

more than 1 million copies.  

 
“We are proud to honor the cultural collaboration between India and Germany that was 

nurtured during the life and time of Tagore,” said Frank Stangenberg-Haverkamp, Chairman 

of the Family Board and Executive Board of E. Merck KG, Darmstadt, Germany,  the 

company that bundles the 70 percent stake in Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, that is 

owned by the Merck family. “The Merck family continues to have a keen interest in the rich 

heritage of these two countries and has strengthened its commitment to this cultural 

exchange.”  

 

Professor Pramod Talgeri is an expert of German language and has contributed immensely 

to promoting the language at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi and the University, 

Central Institute of English and Foreign Languages (now EFLU), Hyderabad. He was 

recently renominated by Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh as member of the newly 

reconstituted high level Indo-German Consultative Group for policy planning of bilateral 

relations between India and Germany.  
 

The promotion of literature has a strong tradition at Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, and 

today spans multiple countries across the world. In addition to the Merck-Tagore Award the 

company once a year grants the Johann Heinrich Merck Award together with the German 

Academy for Language and Poetry in Germany as well as the Premio Letterario in Italy. 

Starting this year, the company will also award the Kakehashi literature prize in Japan, which 

will be granted every two years.  
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All Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, press releases are distributed by e-mail at the same time they 
become available on the EMD Group Website. In case you are a resident of the USA or Canada 
please go to www.emdgroup.com/subscribe to register again for your online subscription of this 
service as our newly introduced geo-targeting requires new links in the email. You may later change 
your selection or discontinue this service.  
 
 
About Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany  

Merck KGaA of Darmstadt, Germany, is a leading company for innovative and top-quality high-tech products in 
the pharmaceutical and chemical sectors. Its subsidiaries in Canada and the United States operate under the 
umbrella brand EMD. Around 38,000 employees work in 66 countries to improve the quality of life for patients, 
to further the success of customers and to help meet global challenges. The company generated total revenues 
of € 11.1 billion in 2013 with its four divisions: Biopharmaceuticals, Consumer Health, Performance Materials 
and Life Science Tools. Merck KGaA of Darmstadt, Germany, is the world’s oldest pharmaceutical and chemical 
company – since 1668, the name has stood for innovation, business success and responsible entrepreneurship. 
Holding an approximately 70 percent interest, the founding family remains the majority owner of the company to 
this day. 


