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EMD Electronics Expands Renewable Energy Through 

Virtual Power Purchase Agreement with Recurrent 

Energy 

• 16-year renewable energy contract for the Liberty County Solar

project in Texas

• Project expected to be operational in 2024

• Propels Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, to 90% purchased

renewable electricity in the U.S.

Tempe, Arizona, May 15, 2023 – EMD Electronics, the U.S. and Canada electronics 

business of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, a leading science and technology 

company, today announced a major step towards executing its sustainability 

strategy. The company signed a 16-year, off-site, virtual power purchase 

agreement (VPPA) with Recurrent Energy for the construction of the Liberty 

County Solar project in Texas, United States. Combined with the Azure Sky wind 

and storage project, Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, will match 90% of the 

company’s purchased electricity consumption in the United States from renewable 

energies. Globally, the company will match 55% of its purchased electricity 

consumption from renewable energies. Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, aims to 

increase this to 80% by 2030. 

“We have set ourselves ambitious goals and want to do our part to enable more 

sustainable supply chains worldwide as well as being climate-neutral by 2040. In 

addition to matching our electricity consumption with renewable energy, our 

research and development work can support our customers on their path to 

greater sustainability. With these milestones, we are able to support the fast-

https://www.emdgroup.com/en/news/virtual-power-purchase-agreement-10-03-2021.html
https://www.emdgroup.com/en/news/virtual-power-purchase-agreement-10-03-2021.html
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growing semiconductor industry with sustainable business practices,” said Kai 

Beckmann, Member of the Executive Board of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, 

and CEO Electronics. “The Liberty County Solar project in Texas is just one 

example of our efforts. We are continuing to actively pursue renewable energy and 

not only in the United States,” Beckmann added. 

With 40 megawatts (MW) of the 100 MW project capacity, EMD Electronics is the 

anchor buyer within the Net Zero Consortium for Buyers, an aggregation of 

corporations organized by the Sustainability Roundtable, Inc. The Liberty County 

Solar project alone will match 25% of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany’s 

purchased electricity consumption in the United States and approximately 10% 

globally. The project is expected to be operational in 2024 and will be located north-

east of Houston in Liberty County, Texas, United States. 

Renewable energy as an essential part of achieving sustainability goals 

Renewable energies play an important role in the mix of measures to achieve the 

company's sustainability goals. In Spring 2021, Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, 

signed a VPPA with Enel Green Power for the Azure Sky wind and storage project in 

Texas, which started operations in May 2022. This project delivers renewable energy 

certificates to match 65% of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany’s total purchased 

U.S. electricity consumption or 100% of the Life Science business' U.S. electricity 

consumption. 

In Summer 2022, Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, fully installed 7,000 solar 

panels across approximately 11 acres of land on the company’s Sheboygan campus 

in Wisconsin, United States. This project adds 2.25 megawatts to the grid. The 

company will receive approximately 4,000 renewable energy certificates produced 

by the panels per year. Those certificates match 16% of the Sheboygan site’s energy 

consumption. 

Earlier this year, the company announced a strategic cooperation with ENTEGA, a 

regional German energy supplier, to install rooftop photovoltaic systems at its 

Headquarter in Darmstadt, Germany, and to build a photovoltaic park on 

approximately seven hectares in Gernsheim, Germany. Both projects are expected 

https://www.emdgroup.com/en/news/virtual-power-purchase-agreement-10-03-2021.html
https://www.emdgroup.com/en/news/new-solar-panels-at-wisconsin-usa-site-19-07-2022.html
https://www.emdgroup.com/en/news/new-solar-panels-at-wisconsin-usa-site-19-07-2022.html
https://www.merckgroup.com/de/news/photovoltaic-cooperation-fact-sheet-13-02-2023.html
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to be completed before the end of 2023 and together will generate up to 7.6 

megawatts of solar energy annually. 

 

In May 2022, the independent Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi) confirmed 

that the company’s targets correspond to the current status of climate science. On 

its journey to achieving climate-neutrality by 2040, Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, 

Germany, has committed to lowering its absolute direct (Scope 1) and indirect 

(Scope 2) greenhouse gas emissions by 50% by 2030 and reduce its indirect 

emissions along the entire value chain (Scope 3) by 52% per euro value added by 

2030. The baseline year is 2020. The company's progress is documented in the 

sustainability report 2022. 

 
 
 
All Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, press releases are distributed by e-mail at the same time they 
become available on the EMD Group website. In case you are a resident of the USA or Canada, please 
go to www.emdgroup.com/subscribe to register for your online, change your selection or discontinue this 
service. 
 

 
 
About EMD Electronics 
EMD Electronics is the U.S. and Canada electronics business of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany. EMD 
Electronics’ portfolio covers a broad range of products and solutions, including high-tech materials and 
solutions for the semiconductor industry as well as liquid crystals and OLED materials for displays and 
effect pigments for coatings and cosmetics. Today, EMD Electronics has approximately 2,000 employees 
around the country, with regional offices in Tempe (AZ) and Philadelphia (PA). For more information, 
please visit www.emd-electronics.com. 
 
 
About Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany 
Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, a leading science and technology company, operates across life 
science, healthcare and electronics. More than 64,000 employees work to make a positive difference to 
millions of people’s lives every day by creating more joyful and sustainable ways to live. From 
providing products and services that accelerate drug development and manufacturing as well as 
discovering unique ways to treat the most challenging diseases to enabling the intelligence of devices – 
the company is everywhere. In 2022, Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, generated sales of € 22.2 
billion in 66 countries. 

 
The company holds the global rights to the name and trademark “Merck” internationally. The only 
exceptions are the United States and Canada, where the business sectors of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, 
Germany, operate as MilliporeSigma in life science, EMD Serono in healthcare and EMD Electronics in 
electronics. Since its founding in 1668, scientific exploration and responsible entrepreneurship have been 
key to the company’s technological and scientific advances. To this day, the founding family remains the 
majority owner of the publicly listed company. 
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