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Future Insight Prize: € 1 Million Research Grant 

Awarded for the First Time 
 

• Pardis Sabeti of Harvard University and the Broad Institute 

recognized for identifying innovative genetic technologies for 

detection and therapy of infectious diseases 

• James Crowe of Vanderbilt University Medical Center recognized for 

uncovering mechanisms necessary for therapeutics and vaccines 

• New research grant awarded in the category of a “Pandemic 

Protector” dream product 

 

 

Darmstadt, Germany, July 9, 2019 – Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, a leading 

science and technology company, today awarded a grant known as the Future 

Insight Prize for the first time. Pardis Sabeti, Harvard University and the Broad 

Institute of MIT and Harvard, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA, and James Crowe, 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville, Tennessee, USA, were recognized 

today for their scientific work which could lay the foundation for later realization of 

the visionary dream product “Pandemic Protector”. A € 1 million research grant will 

be divided equally between the Vanderbilt University Medical Center and the Broad 

Institute to further their innovative research. 

 

“With the Future Insight Prize, we want to recognize outstanding scientists who are 

making meaningful contributions to fields that are critical to the future of humanity 

such as pandemic preparedness,” said Stefan Oschmann, Chairman of the Executive 

Board and CEO of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany. “Pardis Sabeti and James 

Crowe are excellent examples of this. Their work underlines that science can be a 

force for good and make a substantial and lasting contribution to human progress.” 
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The Future Insight Prize puts forth a vision for ambitious dream products and is 

intended to trigger curiosity and creativity worldwide on how to make this vision a 

reality. Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, aims to award a research grant of up to 

€ 1 million annually for the next 35 years to incentivize work which will enable 

significant progress towards making this vision a reality by discovering new 

groundbreaking science or by developing enabling technologies. The company is 

sponsoring the Future Insight Prize to realize dreams for a better tomorrow in the 

areas of health, nutrition and energy. Sabeti and Crowe were recognized with the 

first Future Insight Prize today for their leading-edge innovation and ability to find 

solutions to persisting problems in these areas. 

 

Pardis Sabeti is a Professor of Systems Biology at Harvard University and the 

Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. She is a Howard Hughes Medical 

Investigator and is an Institute Member of the Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard, 

both located in Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA. Sabeti works on identification of 

new innovative genetic technologies for detection and therapy with potential broad 

applicability for emerging viruses. 

 

“Our collaborative philosophy has allowed us to partner with researchers, clinicians 

and healthcare workers around the world to not only create practical solutions, but 

also test their success at the front lines of infectious disease outbreaks,” Sabeti said. 

“With the support of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, we can harness the power 

of sequence-based therapeutics and pioneer novel technologies that have the 

potential to target and treat all pathogens — enabling our vision of a pandemic 

protector that can keep the world safe from future pandemics.” 

 

James Crowe, Vanderbilt Vaccine Center at Vanderbilt University Medical Center, 

conducts research in the area of viral immunology and antibody sciences with the 

aim of discovering mechanisms important to develop new therapeutics and 

vaccines. Crowe’s research includes work on human monoclonal antibodies to 

viruses such as Ebola, dengue, Zika, and Marburg. 

 

“I am thrilled to see the commitment of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, to this 

Future Insight Prize and the topic of emerging infectious agents,” Crowe said. “I 

have committed my scientific research career and the efforts of my large and 

https://www.sabetilab.org/
https://www.vumc.org/crowe-lab/person/james-crowe-md
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talented team to this area because I believe so deeply in the urgency of the matter. 

We are in an ideal position to capitalize on our current momentum for development 

of solutions for emerging infections and obtaining support for our technological 

development and basic research in this area will greatly accelerate our work.” 

 

In 2020, Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, will award the next Future Insight Prize 

in the dream product category “Multidrug Resistance” during the Curious Future 

Insight Conference (July 13 - 15, 2020, Darmstadt). The dream product is a series 

of novel narrow-spectrum antibacterial agents capable of curing any bacterial 

infection without inducing drug resistance, empowered by a one-hour diagnostic 

test.  

 

More information on the Future Insight Prize can be found here: 

http://futureinsightprize.emdgroup.com. 

 

Further research awards from Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, include, among 

others, the Heinrich-Emanuel Merck Award, the Emanuel Merck Lectureship as well 

as Global Grants for Medical Education, the Emerging Biotech Grant Program, and 

the Displaying Futures Award. 

 

 
 
All Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, press releases are distributed by e-mail at the same time they 
become available on the EMD Group Website. In case you are a resident of the USA or Canada please go 
to www.emdgroup.com/subscribe to register for your online subscription of this service as our geo-
targeting requires new links in the email. You may later change your selection or discontinue this service.  
 
 
About Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany 
Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, a leading science and technology company, operates across 
healthcare, life science and performance materials. Around 52,000 employees work to make a positive 
difference to millions of people’s lives every day by creating more joyful and sustainable ways to live. 
From advancing gene editing technologies and discovering unique ways to treat the most challenging 
diseases to enabling the intelligence of devices – the company is everywhere. In 2018, Merck KGaA, 
Darmstadt, Germany, generated sales of € 14.8 billion in 66 countries. 
 
The company holds the global rights to the name and trademark “Merck” internationally. The only 
exceptions are the United States and Canada, where the business sectors of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, 
Germany, operate as EMD Serono in healthcare, MilliporeSigma in life science, and EMD Performance 
Materials. Since its founding 1668, scientific exploration and responsible entrepreneurship have been key 
to the company’s technological and scientific advances. To this day, the founding family remains the 
majority owner of the publicly listed company.  

https://www.curious2020.com/
https://www.curious2020.com/
http://futureinsightprize.emdgroup.com/
https://www.emdgroup.com/en/research/grants-and-awards.html
https://www.emdgroup.com/en/research/grants-and-awards/heinrich-emanuel-merck-award.html
https://www.emdgroup.com/en/research/grants-and-awards/emanuel-merck-lectureship.html
https://www.grantsformedicaleducation.com/
https://www.emdmillipore.com/DE/en/20170228_004754?ReferrerURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://www.emdgroup.com/en/research/grants-and-awards/displaying-futures-award.html
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